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Tom Brokaw to speak at Commencement

Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin

Long time anchor of NBC
Nightly News and best-selling
author Tom Brokaw will speak at
The University of Montana’s 114th
Commencement on May 14.
Brokaw has a strong connection with Montana and UM’s

School of Journalism, said School
of Journalism Dean Peggy Kuhr.
He visited UM and was the
School of Journalism’s Dean
Stone lecturer in 1999. In the
early 2000s, the Brokaw Family
Foundation donated to the Don
Anderson Hall building fund,
Kuhr said.

“He has reported on and seen
so much of every major event for
decades,” Kuhr said. “He is seen
as one of our statesmen.”
Brokaw owns a ranch in
Montana and his wife co-wrote
a Montana-themed cookbook,
“Big Sky Cooking,” in 2006.
UM Executive Vice President

Jim Foley said Brokaw tentatively agreed last year to speak at the
2011 UM Commencement, but it
was not official until last month.
This meant the University was
not considering others for the
event and was able to announce
this year’s speaker earlier than
See BROKAW, page 5

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
From left: Heidi Kunkel, Lindsay Combs and Mattie Weber share information about studying abroad in the Education building Monday afternoon. For more
information about studying abroad, a booth will be set up from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Forestry Building Tuesday and the old Journalism Building Wednesday.

Students step out, study abroad
Lily Rabil
Montana Kaimin
Students looking to go beyond the comfort of their country can find tips and travel information at the Study Abroad Fair
this week.

25°F |5°F

The fair began last week in the
School of Law and will continue
through Wednesday this week.
Veteran study abroad students are
standing by at the tables to answer
questions and give advice.
Spanish major Heidi Kunkel

manned the tables at yesterday’s
fair with fellow student Lindsay
Combs. Kunkel said one of the
program’s strengths is it gives
students the opportunity to immerse themselves in another
culture.

Kunkel studied in Chile for
six months, one of which she
spent touring South America
and exploring the different cultures. She said it was a humbling
experience.
See STUDY ABROAD, page 7
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Roosevelt:
Amazon jungle
in “crisis mode”
Erin Cole
Montana Kaimin
Although it once boasted
a rich tradition of healthy interaction between human and
nature, the Amazon region of
South America is now in a crisis mode, according to Anna
Roosevelt, professor of anthropology at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
During her hour-long talk
Monday
afternoon,
titled
“Long-Term Human Environment Interaction in Amazonia:
From 11,000 Years Ago to the
Present,” Roosevelt stressed
how learning and understanding the prehistory of the area
is crucial to preserving its future.
“The Amazon is one of these
iconic regions that has worldwide ecological impacts and
the conservation of it is a global
interest,” she said in the presentation in the Gallagher Business Building.
According to Roosevelt, a
great-granddaughter of former
President Theodore Roosevelt,
prehistory is the murkiest part
of Amazonian anthropological
research and that the lack of
consensus among anthropologists is detrimental to its survival.
The traditional timeline
contends that the rainforests
surviving the Ice Age were
considered impenetrable to
early hunters and gatherers and therefore were uninhabited until the agricultural Andean civilization
arose.
Roosevelt, however, disagrees with this theory.
“It’s easy to refute,” she
said. “You go there and find
what’s not supposed to be
there.”
See AMAZON, page 5
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

Denny’s grand slam
by Roman Stubbs, Editor
On Saturday, Denny Rehberg formally announced that
he is challenging Jon Tester’s U.S. Senate seat in 2012. By
Monday, the Republican congressman made it official during his speech to the Montana Legislature with strikes:
Obama’s administration has been clueless with federal
spending, wolf management in Montana is a disaster and
Senator Max Baucus is directionless on national healthcare
reform. The speech drifted from job preservation and creation, which the Legislature seems so focused upon during
this session, prompting a Democratic lawmaker to call Rehberg’s blasts “stunningly partisan.”
It was Baucus’ name that rolled off of Rehberg’s lips
Monday, but what is clear is that this isn’t our grandfather’s or father’s Senate race from 1996 between these
two political veterans; Rehberg is now going to work on
Jon Tester because he sees a crease. And young conservatives who back the leader of the Montana Republican
Party must be thrilled that they now have a race that has
the substance to be one of 2012’s hottest.
Is “youth voting mobilization” a myth? Perhaps. But
remember Tester lost the rural and senior vote to Republican Conrad Burns in 2006, yet he controlled Montana’s
urban vote including what many contend the “youth
vote” in Missoula County — which had about a 70 percent turnout with 65 percent of the ballots being cast
for Tester. Whether Tester can pull a repeat coup of the
“young and progressive” vote in 2012 against Rehberg
remains a mystery, but these county lines will certainly
become a key battleground in the race.
What this great fight could end up magnifying for
young college voters at UM and abroad is the Legislature’s decision to shut down same-day voter registration.
House Bill 180, which was led by Rep. Champ Edmunds
and endorsed last week in a 67–33 vote, could effectively
force voters to register the Friday before the polls open
instead of allowing registration up until 8 p.m. on Election Day.
This bill attacks all voters, red, blue, purple. But it’s
especially intended to handcuff young voters, who have
been deemed uneducated and unmotivated by the 65
Republicans who favored 180. It’s irresponsible to solely
maintain that this bill suppresses the Democratic vote,
that it undercuts a run such as Tester’s in Missoula
County in 2012, because in reality it hamstrings any electorate. While politicians should encourage young voters
to become educated on issues and parties, education isn’t
a prerequisite to vote and attempting to measure voter
knowledge is a serious misallocation of time and resources by the state. What resonates most clearly is that
the bill threatens UM student voters — people who come
from across the country and change residency rapidly.
Add it to the list. Rehberg for Senate speaks for itself,
and there will be plenty of jostling from both parties in
the two years to come. Health care reform, job creation,
natural resources, “Liberal know-it-alls,” a boat crash —
possibly HB 180 — and much, much more will be thrown
into a crucible that spells one helluva race.
roman.stubbs@umontana.edu

by Joe Veltkamp
SCIENCE COLUMN

The things I think I think:
Anti antioxidants
by David Elison
This Saturday morning, I was
awakened by a well-deserved
headache obtained the night
before. So, in keeping with my
usual method of remedy, I took
a shower and poured myself
a tall glass of cranberry juice.
Thinking that the antioxidants
in the juice were actually helping my body recover, I downed
two glasses in sour discomfort.
Unfortunately, a recent review
by the Cochrane Collaboration,
an international team of scientists who confirm medical research findings, considered 67

studies (some 400,000 patients)
and determined that antioxidants have more negative effects than previously thought
and may actually increase mortality.
Antioxidants, as the name
suggests, are chemical compounds such as vitamin A or
beta carotene found mostly in
fruits and vegetables that destroy free radicals, which often
contain oxygen. Free radicals
are toxic substances in the body
that have unpaired electrons in
their configuration. They are

LETTERS
Higher One

Since students first started receiving their “key to refunds” by
way of Higher One I have received
countless phone calls, and worked
to try to better understand the new
refund system. For me, the process
has been informative and a way to
identify failures in communication
that can be used as a foundation to
move forward.
I was first introduced to the idea
of Higher One in September 2010
when a launch team was formed

to the

believed to be the major culprit
in many degenerative diseases
and some cancers. Several years
ago grocers capitalized on this
fact and began advertising the
benefits of antioxidants to get
you to buy. However, the Cochrane people have found that
these free radicals that antioxidants wipe out are actually
keeping you alive.
The cells of the immune system, called leukocytes, pump
out free radicals to kill invading
See SCIENCE page 3

EDITOR

for the introduction of the new system. To be honest, I was confused
by the new system and in December
when receiving my maroon and silver Higher One bankcard I decided
instead to go with what I’m familiar
with — a paper check.
Last Wednesday the ASUM Senate invited representatives from
Higher One to present to the Senate and answer questions about
Higher One. The Senate also passed
a resolution directing the executives

to work with the project team in order to pursue better options for students, and to continue a collaborative relationship on the foundation
of shared governance.
I am in full support of an electronic disbursement system that
will enable students to receive their
refunds faster and easier, but only
when this comes as a transparent
process that enables the success of
See LTE, page 3
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SCIENCE
From page 2
organisms and cancerous
cells. For example, the professional garbage disposal of the
body for these foreign intruders, the macrophage, engulfs
its target and then, using a
process called the “respiratory burst,” floods the intruder with these free radicals to
destroy it. When you fill your
body with antioxidants, the
free radicals are removed and
the most effective method
for removing pathogens goes
with them.
As the British chemist
David Bradley stated on his
blog, “It’s always struck me
as odd that you would want
to ingest extra antioxidants
anyway, given that oxidizing
agents are at the front-line
of immune defense against
pathogens and cancer cells.”
So, if you enjoy living and
not suffering from rampant
bacterial infections, I suggest
you lay off the antioxidants a
little. Pay attention next time
you are in the grocery store;
antioxidants are advertised
heavier than Doritos and
Bud Light in the Super Bowl.
The elimination of free radical toxic products may sound
nice with a pounding hangover headache, but the longterm effects are seriously det-

rimental. Maybe just stick to
coffee…

david.elison@umontana.edu

LTE
From page 2
students. At this time, my advice is to simply use the card as
a means to select another option
— go with what you know. If you
haven’t already selected the paper
check option, transfer the money
to your own bank. It might take a
day or two longer to get your refund money but I certainly view it
as better than the Higher One account option.
The only promise I can make
to students is that I, along with the
members of the ASUM Senate, will
work to improve the situation that
15,000 students find themselves
in — moving through a confusing
refund process while also working
and going to school. I believe that
this can be done collaboratively
with Business Services, and by reviewing best practices to ensure
the best possible outcome for the
student. ASUM also plans to work
with the project manager in order to
ensure that students know the options available to them, and have access to all the necessary information
for a meaningful decision. If there
are further questions or concerns, I
encourage students to come to the
ASUM office in the University Center.
Ashleen Williams
ASUM President

Pissed?

Pleased?

Petrified?
Write a letter
to the editor
or a guest column.

Letters should be
300 words or fewer
and columns should
be about 700 words.
Please e-mail both
to opinion@
montanakaimin.com,
or drop them off in
Don Anderson Hall 208.
Make sure to include
a phone number.
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MISSOULA

Paige Huntoon
Montana Kaimin
The Missoula City Council
voted Monday night to approve construction of a new
bike path that would connect Russell Street to Reserve
Street.
The 11 present council
members voted unanimously in favor of the resolution.
Council member Lyn Hellegaard was the only member absent from the meet-

ing. The bike route, which
was proposed by the city’s
Parks and Recreation Department, will start from
the future Russell Street
underpass and follow the
old Milwaukee Railroad
bed for one mile to Bentley
Park, near Reserve Street.
The project will cost the
city $850,000, with funds
coming from different sources, including federal and
state transportation funds,
and the 1995 and 2006 Mis-

soula Open Space Bond
funds.
The council also voted in favor of raising park and recreation area fees for homeowners. Councilmen Jon Wilkins
and Dick Haines were the
only ones to vote against the
motion.
“I don’t believe right now
is the best time to raise fees,”
Wilkins said.
He cited the economic climate as his reason for voting
against the motions, and said

MONTANA

Rehberg bashes federal debt
and health care plan

Associated Press
HELENA, Mont. (AP) — Republican U.S. Rep.
Denny Rehberg blasted the policies of the Obama
administration Monday, speaking to the Montana
Legislature two days after jumping into the Senate
race and drawing rebukes from Democrats who
said it was an inappropriate venue for what they
described as a divisive, partisan speech.
Rehberg, who announced Saturday that he’s
challenging U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, a first-term
Democrat, encouraged the GOP majority to keep
pushing back against the federal health care law,
illegal immigration and other issues.
Rehberg said recent elections have shown states’
rights are becoming more important and demonstrate that people “rejected the insufferable arrogance
that they saw coming out of Washington, D.C.
“My job as your congressman is to defend the
states’ rights principle in Washington,” Rehberg said.
“That means focusing on the core responsibilities of
the federal government. That means getting Washington off the backs of our people — as well as legislators like you in state capitals across America.”
Republicans lawmakers stood several times to applaud; Democrats did not. Tester’s office rebuked Rehberg for focusing on issues other than job creation.
“Jon’s priority for Montana is creating and
saving jobs,” said spokesman Aaron Murphy.
“In 20 minutes of laying out his priorities to the
Legislature, Congressman Rehberg didn’t focus
on creating Montana jobs even once. That’s a
pretty clear contrast.”
State Sen. Carol Williams, D-Missoula, said Rehberg’s speech was full of “inflammatory rhetoric”
that was fanning the flames of partisanship, while
being “tone deaf” to job-creation and other issues
the state Legislature has prioritized.
“This is entirely the wrong message for the

Legislature. We need to work together or we
can’t get out of here in 90 days,” said Williams.
“This was stunningly partisan.”
Rehberg did not mention Tester, but did attack U.S. Sen. Max Baucus for his role in the federal health care reform overhaul.
“I understand he told this chamber a few
weeks ago that ‘Montanans, not Washington bureaucrats, know best how to manage wolves,’”
Rehberg said of Baucus. “But I wonder when he’s
going to figure out that Montanans, not Washington bureaucrats, know best how to manage
our own health care, too.”
Baucus says the popularity of the health care law
will increase as people began to learn more about the
details and see how it works when in effect. He argues the positive aspects of the law, such as a ban on
insurance companies cancelling coverage for pre-existing conditions, need to be kept and analysts show
repeal will worsen the federal deficit.
Rehberg blasted federal “judicial activists” he
wished were endangered themselves for siding
with environmentalists on issues like wolf management, while praising the federal courts that
have sided with conservatives suing over the
health care law as unconstitutional.
Rehberg also blasted a move by the Environmental Protection Agency to regulate greenhouse emissions when Congress didn’t, and
the unpopular administrative move by federal
land agencies to increase the protection status of
some public land in the state.
“To borrow a phrase from Mr. Obama, ‘Let
me be clear,’” Rehberg said. “No additional national monuments should be created in our state
without input from the people of Montana —
and the approval of Congress.”
Tester will address the state lawmakers later
this week.

the people who suffer because
of the fee increase will be kids
and lower-income patrons of
parks.
After the meeting, council
member Cynthia Wolken expressed her outrage about the
Montana State House of Representatives passing a bill that
would repeal the 2004 voter
initiative that legalized medical
marijuana. Wolken called the
vote a “travesty” and said she
is waiting to see how the state
Senate votes on the matter.

In the wake of the recently
released survey on homelessness in Missoula, Mayor
John Engen said he is hoping
to get a group together to
start formulating a 10-year
plan to eliminate homelessness in the city. He said the
group who will be in charge
of the plan will likely include local agency providers
and businesses, among other
experts. No further plans
or decisions, however, have
been made.

paige.huntoon@umontana.edu
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BROKAW
From page 1

AMAZON
From page 1

usual, Foley said.
Brokaw will also receive an
Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters during his visit
this spring.
Kuhr, who nominated Brokaw for the doctorate, said
he is receiving the degree for
his journalistic and literary
work. Brokaw’s reporting has
won many awards, including the Peabody Award and
an Emmy, and he has written
books about World War II, the
1960s and growing up in the
Midwest.
Brokaw’s schedule a nd
speech topic have not been
determ i ned, Foley said.
“This will be an opportunity for students, parents
and others to listen to a great
speaker and interact with him
a little bit,” he said. “I think
that’s a big deal.”
Bernard Osher, whose
foundation funds the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, will receive the same
honorary doctorate at Commencement, Foley said. The
institute, known at UM as
MOLLI, offers courses to
people 50 and older and has
been “amazingly successful,” Foley said.
There is no connection
between the two honorary degrees, but both will
be awarded at Commencement. Honorary doctorate
recipients are nominated by
UM employees, students or
alumni and are selected by
faculty, administrators and
the Board of Regents, which
oversees all higher education in Montana.
The Commencement will
begin at 10 a.m. in Washington-Grizzly Stadium. Ceremonies for the College of
Arts and Sciences and the
College of Technology will
be at noon and professional
school ceremonies will begin
at 2 p.m.

In 1988, Roosevelt
traveled to Brazil and
beneath the “green
blanket” of trees, she
found evidence of
a surprisingly complex culture. The uncovered remains of
bones, tools and cave
paintings were dated
at over 10,000 years
old and Roosevelt
believes this Paleoindian culture extended
across the Amazon
Basin.
“It was not flash
in the pan,” she said.
“People were there for
centuries.”
Roosevelt’s research
also found that the environment was manipulated to aid in food
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
production, a tradition Anna Roosevelt, a professor of anthropology from the University of Illinois, shares her archaeological experience and findings
passed onto today’s in- from the Amazon with an audience in the Gallagher Business Building Monday afternoon.
digenous people. For
example, refuse produced by nesses have shown a lack of
humans, such as acai berry pits stewardship.
and charcoal, goes back into
In addition to the afterthe earth as nurturance.
noon talk, Roosevelt also
In the modern Amazon, spoke at 8 p.m. about the
Roosevelt said, healthy tropical CIA’s involvement in the
forests still exist and are where 1960 assassination of the first
indigenous people continue to legally elected Prime Minislive in accordance with their ter of the Republic of Congo
native culture.
in a presentation titled “Hu“There’s
a
relationship man Rights and the CIA: The
there,” she said. “We can see Case of the Assassination of
that they’re part of this very Patrice Lumumba.”
erin.cole@umontana.edu
long, very glorious tradition.”
Yet this culture is even more
endangered than the forests,
according to Roosevelt. Many
villages have become displaced
as forests are destroyed to
make way for cattle pastures.
In allowing this, Roosevelt said
that governments and busi-

heidi.groover@umontana.edu

Pissed?

Pleased?

Petrified?
Write a letter
to the editor
or a guest column.
Letters should be 300 words
or fewer and columns
should be about 700 words.
Please e-mail both to
opinion@montanakaimin.com,
or drop them off
in Don Anderson Hall 208.
Make sure to include
a phone number.

www.montana
kaimin.com

6 SPORTS

Montana Kaimin
Tuesday, February 8, 2011

Griz Notebook: by Daniel Mediate and Taylor W. Anderson

Lady Griz continue streak; Men swept on road
Drennan, Hall lead women’s track to big weekend
Griz Basketball
The Montana Grizzlies basketball team had an unfavorable weekend road trip, heading in with a six-game
winning streak and coming out with a two-game skid.
The UM men lost two games in a row for
only the second time this season, falling 70–53
to the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks Saturday

night and 68–52 to Weber State Thursday night.
Brian Qvale led the Griz, scoring 17 points
against NAU to go along with eight rebounds and
three blocks. Junior Derek Selvig had 12 points,
five boards and two blocks.
Senior guard Cameron Jones, one of the Big Sky’s
top guards, led NAU with 17 points, while senior guard
and Wyoming transfer Eric
Platt added 14, going 4 of 6
from three-point range. NAU
outrebounded the Grizzlies
33–26.
Montana started its road
trip with the loss to Weber
State, in which Qvale scored
ten points. Freshman Vaughn
Autry also added ten. Selvig added nine points and a
team-high eight rebounds.
Sophomore point guard Will
Cherry, Montana’s leading
scorer, was injured in the
game, but scored nine points
in 19 minutes.
The Griz will be back in action looking to stop their twogame skid when they host Sacramento State and Northern
Colorado next Thursday and
Saturday at Dahlberg Arena.

Lady Griz Basketball

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Montana’s Katie Baker, right, and Northern Arizona’s Shay May tangle as they fight
for a rebound during Saturday’s game. In the scrappy battle, the Lady Griz came out
on top, winning 84–61. To see more pictures from the game, visit the photo blog at
www.montanakaimin.com.

Montana continued its
late-season renaissance with
an 84–61 win over Northern
Arizona this weekend. The
team has now won three
straight and five of its last six
games.
The Lady Griz trailed
13–11 after nine minutes of
play, but a jumper by Katie
Baker followed 36 seconds
later by two free throws
gave the Lady Griz the lead
for the remainder of the
game.
Baker was one of four
Lady Griz to finish with
points in double-digits.
She finished with a team-

leading 17 points and seven rebounds. Torry Hill
scored 14 points and was 4–4 from the 3-point line.
The team went 8–10 from behind the arc.
NAU made just 2–14 from 3-point range.
The win brings the Lady Griz to 6–3 in the Big
Sky, two games behind Montana State. NAU falls
to 2–7 in conference play.

Track & Field
Senior track star Katrina Drennen ran to a pair of
victories in career-best times and Lindsey Hall continued her strong sophomore campaign with three
first-place finishes Friday night at the Montana State
Dual Meet Invitational in Bozeman.
The Griz women swept their duals against
Montana State, 77–73, and Idaho State, 83–68.
The Montana men received event victories from
sophomore Austin Emry in the triple jump and
freshman Drew Owens in the 400 meters and added three Big Sky Conference qualifications, but the
Grizzlies fell in both their duals.
Idaho State topped Montana 79–66 and the Bobcats thwarted the Grizzlies, 86–59.
Drennen, a Washington native, led Montana with
an impressive performance in the mile, recording a
time of 4:43.30, a career best by nearly seven seconds.
Drennen also won the 800. Junior Kesslee Payne ran a
career-best of 2:14.26 to finish second, while freshman
Annie Moore ran a season best of 2:16.07 to finish third.
Hall, who ranks in the top four in the Big Sky
Conference in five different events, won the 55-meter hurdles, long jump and triple jump and tied for
second in the high jump.
The Griz men also had a solid weekend. Sophomores Cody Lund and Max Hardy both ran to career-best finishes. Lund placed third with a time of
4:17.98, while Hardy was fourth in 4:21.79.
Senior Sean Clark had a Big Sky-qualifying
performance in the 800 meters, running a secondplace and career-best time of 1:52.63.

Women’s Tennis
The women’s tennis team notched its first win
of the season Friday in the debut of its new home
court in the Peak Health and Wellness Center.
The Grizzlies opened play against Gonzaga
by sweeping them in three doubles matches. The
team shined in singles play with wins by Constance Alexander, Rebecca Bran, Heather Davidson and Whitney Paluch.
See NOTEBOOK page 7

Grizzly athletes winning in the classroom
AJ Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
The numbers are in and The
University of Montana’s athletes are getting better grades
than the rest of campus.
At least the athletic department did last fall.
In Montana’s 12 NCAAsanctioned sports, its athletes
averaged a cumulative 3.02
grade point average for fall
semester of 2010, marking the
11th consecutive semester that
number exceeded 3.00. The
University’s
undergraduates
average a 2.91 cumulative and
scored just 2.84 in fall term.
“Our athletes definitely don’t
fit the stereotype,” said Jen
Zellmer-Cuaresma, one of two
athletic academic advisors on

campus. Zellmer-Cuaresma said
the advisors are there to help
keep each of the more than 300
Grizzly athletes on track, but
they can’t do the work for them.
The final decision to pursue outside tutoring or work with professors must come from the students, she said.
Women’s athletics led the
way for the department during the fall; all six teams posted higher grades than each of
Montana’s five men’s teams.
“[Grades] are higher for
women’s teams, but I couldn’t
tell you why,” Zellmer-Cuaresma said, noting that the trend
was much the same during
the previous academic year as
well. She went on to say the
department is unsure of what
accounts for the difference.

Coach Jerry Wagner’s volleyball team topped all other
programs in academics last semester, picking up a 3.46 grade
point average among its players.
The semester raised the team’s
cumulative number to 3.44.
What’s even more impressive about that number is that it
came during the squad’s competition semester. The volleyball season ran from the first
Friday before classes started
through November, nearly the
length of fall semester.
But keeping up with class
work while traveling most
weekends and practicing daily
can be a strain, said junior Brittany Quick, a middle blocker
for the team. Open dialogue
with professors is crucial to
keeping up on lectures and

tests, she said, and should start
the first day of class.
“The most difficult part of
balancing athletics and academics is missing as much
school as we do,” Quick said, a
4.0-student in the fall.
Volleyball players missed 11
days of class this season due to
travel.
Assistant volleyball coach
Gina Schmidt, the team’s “liaison to academics,” said the
team’s time management skills
are responsible for their high
grades.
“Them taking the time and
doing the work makes my life
easier,” Schmidt said.
Creating solid student athletes is a priority for the team,
Schmidt said, and during the
recruitment phase, coaches put

a lot of emphasis on finding not
just great volleyball players,
but dedicated students.
“You want to find those
kids out there that fit well,” the
coach said. “You’ve got to look
at how they conduct themselves off the court.”
Women’s tennis finished
second behind volleyball at
3.44 for the fall semester with
women’s basketball and women’s cross-country just behind.
Coach Wayne Tinkle’s basketball team scored the highest
of the men’s sports with a 3.05
term GPA. Grizzly basketball
jumped more than 0.30 points
during the fall with each player
breaking the 3.00 mark.
Football finished with the
lowest GPA at 2.65.
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
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UM students work
with online school
Heidi Grover
Montana Kaimin

Room 315A of The University
of Montana’s education building is quiet and stark. A mass of
wires sits in the corner; a green
chalkboard lines one wall.
Jack Pueringer sits behind
two computer screens waiting
for an e-mail, a Google Chat
message or a Skype notification.
“It’s pretty slow. I usually just
surf the web,” Pueringer said,
laughing. “They e-mail or chat,
you answer the question and then
go back to surfing the Web.”
Pueringer is one of four UM
students manning a new help
desk for high school students
taking courses from the fully online Montana Digital Academy.
For Pueringer, a sophomore
studying math, the questions
aren’t difficult. They are usually about algebra or trigonometry, and he can answer them
quickly, but for the high school
students he may be the only
source of help. While some
Montana Digital Academy students are enrolled in brick-andmortar high schools across the
state, others are homeschooled,
Director Robert Currie said.
“We started with offering just math help because it’s
one of the most challenging
subjects and it might be hard
for students to find good help
wherever they are,” he said.
The help desk, Direct Academic Student Help, or DASH,
started in November and averages about 10 to 20 help requests
per week. Currie said he’s hopeful interest in the service will
grow as more students hear
about it. He plans to hire more
UM students next semester to
answer questions in other subjects. Eventually, the service
could become more proactive
and offer live tutoring along
with answering basic questions.
The Montana Digital Academy started last year and is

housed in the UM College of
Education. The school offers
a variety of courses, most of
which are not offered in rural
Montana high schools, and has
about 1,400 enrolled students.
Digital Academy students
can Google Chat, Skype, e-mail
or call the desk where four UM
math and science students offer
tutoring from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
weekdays. UM student employees make $7.50 an hour and can
schedule their shifts in between
classes, Pueringer said.
The free school’s first year
was funded by federal stimulus
money. Currie said he recently
requested $2.3 million from
state legislators to continue the
academy for two more years.
While the funding is in Gov.
Brian Schweitzer’s proposed
budget, a final budget won’t be
approved until late April.
Currie said school administrators are “pretty optimistic” they
will receive the funding despite
current economic challenges.
Curriculum Director Jason
Neiffer said the connection between the online school and
UM is beneficial for all UM students, not just future teachers.
“The greatest part about
DASH’s potential is to engage
with undergraduates in a
newly emerging field,” he said.
“Even in the professional world
it’s valuable to know how people are learning online and
how to interact with someone
who is nine hours away.”
heidi.groover@umontana.edu

STUDY ABROAD
From page 1
UM International Programs
hosts the fair, and different station is set up on campus each
day so students of different
majors have a chance to stop by
the tables.
The information is organized by major and depends on
where the station is set up that
day. Yesterday’s fair took place
in the Phyllis J. Washington
College of Education and Human Sciences.
Combs pointed out the applications stacked on her table.
She said the forms are usually
related to the theme of the fair
for the day. Combs is a German
major and spent a year in Germany. She said she learned a
lot about herself and how to be
independent in an unfamiliar
place.
Both said students are usually hesitant about embarking
on such an adventure, but they
both highly recommend it.
“It’s a really eye-opening experience,” Combs said.
Combs said she hears questions about the price of the
trip quite often. She said yearly scholarships and financial
aid funding would transfer
over to another university
if the student chooses to go
abroad. She added sometimes
students could get scholarships specifically for the program.
Students also worry about
credits taken at other universities, Kunkel said, adding students usually assume a semester abroad means they won’t
graduate on time.
But Combs said she’s ac-

tually graduating early. She
took 12 credits during her
year in Germany and it didn’t
hold her back at all. She said
through UM Partners, credits
earned abroad are guaranteed
to transfer as long as they
match the student’s major or
minor.
Kunkel’s strongest advice to
students thinking about participating in the program is to
do it.
“Don’t just think about
it,” Kunkel said, “because
everyone thinks about it but
not a lot of people actually
do it.”
The fair continues today in
the lobby of the Forestry Building from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu

NOTEBOOK
From page 6
The win was only a glimpse
of success, however, and the team
finished the weekend with losses
to Air Force and Montana State
Saturday and Sunday in Bozeman.
The team lost two of three doubles
matches against Air Force before
losing 4–2 in singles play.
The Grizzlies also took on
Montana State in an exhibition
match Sunday. The teams tied
2–2 in singles play, but the Bobcats won the doubles match in a
9–8 tiebreaker, giving them the
3–2 win.
Montana moved to 1–4 this
season.

daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
taylor.anderson@umontana.edu
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Legislative roundup:
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
The Montana State Legislature considered a number of proposals this past week, including:

Abortion
The House Judiciary Committee voted 14–6 Friday on
party lines with Republicans in
favor to endorse HB 280, which
would require women to have
an ultrasound before having an
abortion.

Cameras at bars
A bill to require outdoor surveillance cameras aimed at the
doors of bars statewide had a
hearing Thursday before the
Business, Labor and Economic
Affairs Committee.

Cell phones
Montanans who talk, text or
check the time on their phones
while driving might have to pay
a $100 fine under SB 251, which
the Senate Highways and Transportation Committee debated
Thursday.

day to pass HB 106 to the Senate
for consideration. The bill would
establish a 24/7 sobriety monitoring program for repeat drunk
drivers.
The Senate Judiciary Committee endorsed SB 15 Friday,
which would create a new offense called “aggravated DUI”
for those who drive with a
blood-alcohol content of 0.2
percent or more, compared to
the legal threshold of 0.08 percent.

Environmental protection
The House voted 68–32 Friday on party lines with Republicans in favor to endorse HB
292, which would modify the
Montana Constitution so that
the inalienable right of citizens
to a “clean and healthful environment” would be followed by
the phrase “and economically
productive.”
Senate Natural Resources
Committee held a hearing
Wednesday for SB 233, which

medical marijuana, gun rights, sameday voter registration, abortion

would amend the Montana Environmental Policy Act to allow
projects to continue even during
the state’s environmental impact
review and permitting process
or a lawsuit. Only a court’s final
decision that the review was inadequate would delay the project.
House Natural Resources
Committee held a hearing
Wednesday for HB 364, which
would ban the use of computer
modeling in permitting decisions by state agencies such as
the Department of Environmental Quality.

Gun rights
The House Judiciary Committee discussed three bills
Wednesday that would expand
gun rights for Montanans, including bills to legalize the use
of silencers, allow eligible citizens to carry concealed weapons without a permit and allow
people to carry guns in their cars
to workplace parking lots. The

bill to legalize silencers passed
the committee after a 16–4 vote
Friday.

Medical marijuana
The House Human Services
Committee voted 10–5 Friday on
party lines with Republicans in
favor to endorse HB 161, which
would repeal the state’s medical
marijuana law. A hearing on the
bill Wednesday drew more than
100 speakers, most of them in
opposition.
The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing Monday
for SB 170, which would require
three physicians instead of one
to approve applications for use
to alleviate chronic pain.
Same-day voter registration
The House voted 67–33 Friday to endorse HB 180, which
would end the state’s same-day
voter registration program. If
the Senate also approves the bill,
Montanans would need to be
registered by the Friday before

Election Day.

State paramilitary groups
The House State Administration Committee discussed HB
278 Friday, which would allow
Montanans to form armed state
defense forces or “home guards”
to help state officials and law enforcement respond to emergencies at the governor’s request.

Tobacco prevention
The Joint Appropriations
Subcommittee on Human Services voted 5–3 on party lines
with Republicans in favor to
cut $15 million from the state’s
tobacco prevention programs
in an effort to balance the state
budget. The cut leaves those
programs nearly unfunded but
would require modifying state
law on the issue, too. The committee moved $12 million of the
cut to maintain state funding
for nursing homes and homehealth programs.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

Drunk driving
The House voted 96–3 Mon-
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LOST & FOUND
Found: IPod in UC 1st floor women’s
bathroom. Call Kristen (208) 251-9378.
Need to name @ least 3 playlist to claim.
BAHA’I FAITH
“Material civilization is like the body and
spiritual civilization is like the soul. Body
without soul cannot live”. - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
For information call 829-9538 Online:
bahai.org or bahai.us
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KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

COMPUTERS
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2010. Student discounts! 136 E
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins 2516611
HELP WANTED
Management training position available at
Missoula based Jones Brothers Trucking.
Please send resume and cover letter to
sten@jonesbrotherstrucking.com

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Nic Headlee
Ashley Oppel

PERSONALS
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL
2011 “I am allergic to secondhand smoke
and am exposed to it on a daily basis on
campus.” - UM Student
Last day to apply for ASUM Senate! Be
a catalyst for change. Apply for the ‘one’
available ASUM Senate seat. Applications
available at www.umt.edu/asum and due
TODAY Feb. 8, 2012
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT! Beginning
Feb. 10th, 5:30-7 PM $25 for 8 weeks including nutritional snacks! This program

Tes Schaefer

PRODUCTION
Callisa Block
Randiea Mangos

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day
is tailored to help you develop healthy
habits for life long weight management.
We’ll discuss nutrition, how to exercise
effectively, emotional eating and maintaining motivation. Open to faculty, staff and
students. To register call 243-2833.
SERVICES
Basic Wildfire training April 16-17 and
April 30th-May1st. For more info call
543-0013.
Licensed day care close to downtown,
ages 0-4. Call 728-5910

OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Ian Fletcher
Pam Jarnagin
Walter M. Kelly III

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
MISCELLANEOUS
www.406i.tel from your smart phone
“Tuesday, the Sunrise Saloon features the
best karaoke in Missoula. Great specials.
Wednesday, the Sunrise Saloon features
DJ / MVP for ladies night. Come down
for mud puddles and cream sickles. Great
specials! Sunrise Saloon, 1100 block of
Strand 728-1559”
SONG OF THE DAY
Guns N’ Roses, “Sweet Child O’ Mine”
(1987)

Deb Tanner
Kara Naftz

OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnson

